102                                    T3J3 DURY OF                          [MAY 22,

levying fines from them, and doing other acts
of injustice. Others now want to do the like.
To collect the tax, sepoys have been detailed to
drag people in, making them carry muskets on
their shoulders and scaling up their houses.
Owing to such injustice, many who have left
the town are afraid to return, and the few that
remain wish to go out. I say this lost I
should bo asked hereafter why I did not report
these things before.' M. Leyrit answered,
c Send for tho ryots and ask them ; if they are
willing to pay, well and good; otherwise,
they need not be compelled. Should any
force bo used, you had better seize and
imprison Tillai Maistri's son Muttu.' Then.
I came aside. Sonachalam, Tillai Maistri and
Muttu requested M. Duplant to speak to
M. Loyrit. When he did so, M. Leyrit said,
'Let the list of the tax bo given to the
Choultry-writers, who will send for the ryots
and demand payment of tho tax, receiving it
if they pay, but they are not to molest them if
they refuse.' M. Duplant informed me that
M. Leyrit had ordered the list of the tax to be
collected from the Agamiidaiyans to be given
to the Choultry-writers tolling them that they
should collect the amount by agreement. I sent
for the Choultry-writers accordingly, told
them to receive the list of the tax due from the
Agamudaiyaus, demanding payment gently,